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press forward towards their goal of planting 
50,000 crape myrtle trees throughout McKin-
ney. 

God Bless all your efforts and God Bless 
Texas. I salute you. 

f 

HONORING ALEXANDER R.V. 
BATTLES 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Alexander R.V. 
Battles. Alex is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 360, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Alex has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Alex has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Alex 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Alex helped bring aware-
ness to his local blood bank after receiving a 
blood transfusion himself that saved his life. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Alexander R.V. Battles for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING GEORGE LES, THE OAK 
LAWN CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE’S BUSINESS PERSON OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor George Les, a longtime restaurateur 
and community institution in Oak Lawn, Illi-
nois. For the last 40 years, Mr. Les and his 
brother, Angelo, have run the famous Les 
Brothers restaurant at 87th Street and 
Ridgeland Avenue. On January 18, Mr. Les 
was recognized by the Oak Lawn Chamber of 
Commerce as its ‘‘Business Person of the 
Year.’’ 

Mr. Les embodies the quintessential Amer-
ican success story. In 1968, when he was just 
10 years old, he came to the United States 
with his family from Greece. He grew up in 
Chicago’s Marquette Park community, landing 
his first restaurant job bussing tables at age 
12. In 1974, he and Angelo went to work for 
their father, Bill, when he opened the original 
Les Brothers at the same Oak Lawn location 
the restaurant is at today. 

Anne Marie Casey, past president of the 
Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce, noted in 
her remarks before Mr. Les was awarded 
‘‘Business Person of the Year’’ that Les Broth-
ers is an ‘‘Oak Lawn institution’’ and ‘‘a place 
where George treats every customer that 
comes into his business like they are friends 
and family, even if they are first-time cus-
tomers.’’ 

Through hard work and perseverance, Mr. 
Les has opened other Les Brothers res-
taurants in Hickory Hills, New Lenox and 
Homer Glen—all in Chicago’s south suburbs. 

Mr. Les and his family are active in all of the 
communities they serve, sponsoring and sup-
porting many local causes and events. In Oak 
Lawn, he is particularly passionate about 
Westside Baseball, the league his sons Bill 
and Jim played in growing up. 
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THE RETIREMENT OF BISHOP 
RUDOLPH W. MCKISSICK, SR. 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Bishop Rudolph W. McKissick, 
Sr., the Pastor of Bethel Baptist Institutional 
Church. 

For over 50 years, Bishop McKissick has 
served the Bethel community as its pastor. But 
previous to that, he helped the community as 
a choral member, music director, and Deacon 
prior to being called to succeed Rev. Robert 
Wilson in 1966 as Bethel’s tenth pastor. 

Throughout his tenure, Bishop McKissick, 
Sr.’s exemplary teachings and spiritual guid-
ance have inspired more than fifty servant 
leaders to accept God’s calling to the ministry. 
Among them is his son Bishop Rudolph 
McKissick, Jr., Co-Pastor, Bethel Baptist Insti-
tutional Church. In addition, Bishop McKissick, 
Sr., demonstrating his commitment to meeting 
and supporting the ever-changing needs and 
growth of congregants, has established more 
than fifty ministries. A Christian Mission (The 
Help Center), marriage ministry, church bas-
ketball league, youth retreats, and missionary 
outreach program are among the initiatives 
long recognized for its innovation and excel-
lence. Most notably and characteristic of the 
passion Bishop McKissick, Sr. and his wife of 
forty-nine years, Estelle Williams McKissick, 
share for education, is B.E.S.T. (Bethel En-
hancing Students Totally) Academy, a pro-
gram established in 1993 to support the aca-
demic needs of elementary and secondary 
students. Under their leadership, B.E.S.T. has 
become a valuable resource earning Bethel 
recognition as an approved summer school 
site for Duval County’s most academically 
challenged students. 

This high level of commitment to quality 
education is evident throughout Bishop 
McKissick, Sr.’s journey, as evidenced by his 
own educational achievements and affiliations. 
Bishop McKissick, Sr. holds a bachelors de-
gree for Edward Waters College (EWC) and 
has received training at a number of other 
leading institutions including Tuskegee Insti-
tute, the Music Institute, the Music Institute of 
Columbia University, Princeton University and 
Luther Rice Seminary. He also has conferred 
doctoral degrees from EWC and Bethune 
Cookman University. He has held membership 
on a number of boards and commissions in-
cluding appointment to the first Board of Trust-
ees at the University of North Florida, the 
Jacksonville Urban League, the YMCA James 
Weldon Johnson branch, and The Help Cen-
ter. Bishop McKissick, Sr. has launched part-
nerships across the globe with Bethel’s adop-
tion of churches in South Africa and Panama. 

He was chosen by Fresh Ministries to partici-
pate in a 1999 tour of South Africa, and a tour 
of Turkey, hosted last year by the Amity Turk-
ish Cultural Center. 

Recognized as a community stalwart, 
Bishop McKissick, Sr. has earned a host of 
awards and accomplishments. A few include 
recipient of the 1992 Humanitarian award pre-
sented by the National Conference for Chris-
tian and Jews; City of Jacksonville’s Human 
Relations Award; National Association for 
Equal Opportunity Award; Bernard Gregory 
Servant Leader Award; and the Meritorious 
Leadership Award presented by Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Sr. In September 2011, was ele-
vated to Bishop of Marriage and Family in the 
Full Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship Inter-
national. 

A member of the NAACP and Omega Psi 
Phi fraternity, Bishop Rudolph McKissick, Sr. 
is married to Estelle Williams McKissick and 
they have one son, Bishop Rudolph 
McKissick, Jr. (Kimberly) and three grand-
children; Jocelyn, Janai and Joshua. 

Bishop McKissick gave his final sermon as 
Senior Pastor of Bethel Baptist Institutional 
Church on Sunday January 5, 2014. He ended 
the sermon saying ‘‘there is no more powerful 
congregation than this congregation. For 175 
years, God has blessed this church.’’ 

‘‘Lord bless you and keep you . . .’’ 
Thank you, Bishop McKissick. May the Lord 

Bless you and Keep you. 
f 

CONGRATULATING EDWARD M. 
MURPHY 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Edward M. Murphy as he steps 
down after a decade as Chief Executive Offi-
cer of The MENTOR Network—a national net-
work of local health and human services pro-
viders based in Boston, Massachusetts—and 
assumes the role of Executive Chairman. Ned 
has dedicated his career to leading public and 
private sector organizations that provide qual-
ity-of-life enhancing services to individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities, chil-
dren at-risk and their families, and people with 
brain and spinal cord injuries—including our 
nation’s wounded warriors. In particular, in re-
sponse to the establishment of the Veteran’s 
Health Administration Assisted Living Pilot pro-
gram by this body, Ned’s leadership was in-
strumental in The MENTOR Network’s devel-
opment of innovative programs to serve Vet-
erans with brain injury in the communities of 
their choosing. 

Ned began his career working with young 
offenders in community reintegration programs 
and was appointed commissioner of the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Youth Services in 
1979. This began a sixteen-year period during 
which he held senior positions in state govern-
ment, including commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Mental Health and executive director 
of the Health and Educational Facilities Au-
thority. After a successful career in the public 
sector, Ned moved on to the non-profit and 
private sectors, where among his notable ac-
complishments, he founded Alliance Health, 
before joining The MENTOR Network as CEO 
in 2004. 
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Ned accomplished all this as he helped 

raise a wonderful family; Owen, Meghan, 
Brendon and Jay; grandchildren, Rosa, Oona, 
Nora and Marlo. Ned and his wife, Ann Ellen 
Hornidge, continued to make a positive dif-
ference in Massachusetts. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for Ned’s con-
tributions to enhancing the lives of our nation’s 
most vulnerable citizens and thank him for his 
continued leadership on behalf of these indi-
viduals. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, due to a 
medical issue, I was unable to be in Wash-
ington, DC for votes on Monday, January 27, 
2014. I support H.R. 2166, the Good Samari-
tan Search and Recovery Act, and H.R. 3008, 
which authorizes the Forest Service to ex-
change a small parcel of National Forest Sys-
tem land in Los Padres National Forest in 
California. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on both. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KATHY SNYDER 

HON. JON RUNYAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

Mr. RUNYAN. Mr. Speaker, I stand here 
today deeply saddened by the recent news of 
the passing of Kathy Snyder, a long-time 
teacher and coach at Southern Regional High 
School in Manahawkin, New Jersey. Kathy de-
voted her entire professional life to the stu-
dents of Southern Regional, and was beloved 
by everyone throughout the community. 

Kathy, a breast cancer survivor, began 
teaching physical education at Southern Re-
gional in 1977 and coached both the girl’s var-
sity basketball and field hockey teams. Before 
she passed away, Kathy was in the midst of 
her 35th season coaching the girl’s basketball 
team, and had hit the 500–win milestone in 
2010. On the field hockey field, Snyder won 
more than 300 games and was named The 
Press Coach of the Year in 2011. 

Kathy was a resilient, competitive coach 
who fought for women’s equality in sports, and 
it was she who helped pave the way for the 
thousands of female athletes who competed in 
the Shore Conference. Kathy’s colleagues, 
students and athletes loved and respected her 
as a coach, role model, and friend. 

Mrs. Snyder was a legend at Southern Re-
gional High School and my thoughts and pray-
ers go out to her family and friends. Kathy is 
survived by her husband Ken, three children— 
Brandon, Erin and Morgan, and grand-
daughter, Waverly. This is a devastating loss 
for the Southern Regional community. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in remembering the amazing life and leg-
acy of Mrs. Kathy Snyder. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, on January 28, 
2014, I was incorrectly recorded as ‘‘not vot-
ing’’ on rollcall 30, final passage of H.R. 7— 
No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act. I in-
tended to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
27, 2014, my flight was cancelled and I was 
absent for rollcall votes 24 and 25. 

Had I been present for rollcall vote 24, on 
passage of H.R. 2166, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’ and had I been present for rollcall vote 
25, on passage of H.R. 3008, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 13TH ANNUAL 
NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
speak on the importance of recognizing Janu-
ary as National Mentoring Month. Since 2002, 
National Mentoring Month has served as an 
opportunity for our country to reflect on the 
benefits of youth mentoring and to highlight 
the positive impact it has on the development 
of our youth. 

The theme of this year’s mentoring month is 
‘‘Mentoring Works’’! It allows us to proudly and 
openly discuss mentoring as a vital academic 
and social development strategy for our youth. 

The fact is that in many regions mentoring 
helps young people achieve academic suc-
cess; it also serves to help young people 
make responsible decisions for their futures. 

According to a recent report released by 
MENTOR: the National Mentoring Partnership, 
some of the benefits of mentoring include: 

The creation of higher educational goals. It 
is more likely for a youth with a mentor to at-
tend college than for a youth without a mentor. 

Participation in productive and beneficial ac-
tivities. It is more likely for youth with mentors 
to engage in leadership positions, extra-
curricular activities and sports, and community 
service than youth without mentors. 

Another added benefit of mentoring is Up-
ward Mobility. Integrated with other national 
initiatives, mentoring has the capacity to re-
duce poverty and increase the economic mo-
bility of young people. 

NATIONAL 

Youth report that formal mentoring programs 
provide a variety of benefits, and most com-

monly offer that they receive advice about 
school, get help with school issues and/or 
schoolwork. They also make reference to re-
ceiving help to address life problems, assist-
ance in getting a job, choosing a career and 
getting into college. 

Youth in informal mentoring relationships 
commonly offer that their mentors provided 
developmental, more than academic, support. 

Mentoring does not only provide immediate 
positive effects for young people in our com-
munity, but it also fosters growth and a con-
tinuation of this type of leadership. 

Nearly nine in ten respondents who were 
mentored report they are interested in becom-
ing mentors. In addition to confirming the 
value of mentoring, this desire to become a 
mentor also strengthens the earlier finding that 
mentoring is linked with higher rates of leader-
ship and volunteering and offers a pool of fu-
ture mentors to be activated. 

HOUSTON 

In Houston, the Boys and Girls Club is a 
wonderful medium for mentoring. 

The club works on supporting youth to be-
come life-long learners by emphasizing aca-
demic success and setting goals of higher 
education. By providing access to tools and 
technology, this organization also prepares our 
youth for the 21st century. 

Career development through literacy and tu-
toring is stressed as well as cultural aware-
ness, creativity, the arts, and photography to 
ensure well-rounded knowledge. 

This broad reaching mentoring program has 
yielded incredible measurable results: 

Club members graduate from high school at 
a rate of 87 percent compared to the national 
average of 66 percent. 

They finish college at a rate of 25 percent, 
exceeding the national average of 16 percent. 

And they show an overall improvement of 
12 percent in their grades at school. 

Although we know that mentoring provides 
all these great benefits, 1 in 3 young people 
in the United States are still without a mentor. 
Therefore, in acknowledgement of these bene-
fits, and in an effort to raise awareness and 
participation, I would like to commend all of 
the mentoring organizations that exist nation-
wide and especially those within the 18th dis-
trict of Texas. 

Therefore, I join the National Mentoring 
Month initiative to encourage local mentoring 
programs and organizations to plan activities 
in our communities that increase mentoring 
efforts. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and so I missed rollcall vote No. 
24 regarding the ‘‘Good Samaritan Search and 
Recovery Act’’ (H.R. 2166). Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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